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ELA​ ​Newsletter Nov​ ​6-Nov​ ​3,​ ​2017 

 

Important​ ​links​ ​and​ ​information​ ​from​ ​Mrs.​ ​Kirr... 
Class​ ​website:​ ​​Scholarsrm239.weebly.com 

 

Further​ ​Reading... 
Five​ ​Reasons​ ​Why​ ​Feedback​ ​May​ ​Be​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Important​ ​Skill 

 
 
Day/Date    

Class​ ​agenda​ ​written​ ​for​ ​students​ ​and​ ​parents... 
Monday 
November​ ​6 

Grammar​ ​blast 
“Us​ ​and​ ​Them”​ ​-​ ​tone​ ​vs.​ ​mood​​ ​(Find​ ​the​ ​text​ ​on​ ​Google​ ​Classroom.) 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Reader’s​ ​response 
Independent​ ​Reading​ ​/​ ​Listen​ ​to​ ​feedback​ ​/​ ​Revise​ ​writing 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Focus:​ ​Write​ ​about​ ​the​ ​tone​ ​(author’s​ ​attitude)​ ​or​ ​mood​ ​(reader’s​ ​feelings)​ ​of​ ​your 
current​ ​story.​ ​Explain​ ​why​ ​you​ ​think​ ​that​ ​is​ ​it. 

Tuesday 
November​ ​7 

Grammar​ ​blast 
Book​ ​Talks 
Introduction​ ​to​ ​Nonfiction​ ​Unit 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Read​ ​“Bad​ ​Bet​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Brain”​ ​(from​ ​our​ ​pilot) 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​What​ ​do​ ​we​ ​notice​ ​about​ ​​reference​​ ​nonfiction? 
Independent​ ​Reading​ ​/​ ​Listen​ ​to​ ​feedback​ ​/​ ​Revise​ ​writing 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Focus:​ ​Identify​ ​the​ ​genre​ ​of​ ​your​ ​book​ ​as​ ​either​ ​fiction​ ​or​ ​nonfiction.​ ​If​ ​you​ ​were​ ​to​ ​make 
it​ ​the​ ​opposite,​ ​what​ ​would​ ​you​ ​have​ ​to​ ​do​ ​to​ ​make​ ​it​ ​so?​ ​Tell​ ​about​ ​this​ ​“new”​ ​version​ ​of 
your​ ​book. 

Wednesday 
November​ ​8 

Book​ ​Talks 
Introduction​ ​to​ ​Nonfiction​ ​Unit 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Quick​ ​Write 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Read​ ​​Moonbird​,​ ​pgs​ ​3-12​ ​(from​ ​our​ ​pilot) 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​What​ ​do​ ​we​ ​notice​ ​about​ ​​narrative​​ ​nonfiction? 
Independent​ ​Reading​ ​/​ ​Listen​ ​to​ ​feedback​ ​/​ ​Revise​ ​writing 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Focus:​ ​Student​ ​Choice 

Thursday 
November​ ​9 

Book​ ​Talks 
Introduction​ ​to​ ​Nonfiction​ ​Unit 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Quick​ ​Write 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Read​ ​​My​ ​Lord,​ ​What​ ​a​ ​Morning​,​ ​back​ ​cover​ ​and​ ​pgs​ ​3-10​ ​(from​ ​our​ ​pilot) 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​What​ ​do​ ​we​ ​notice​ ​about​ ​​memoir​​ ​nonfiction? 
Independent​ ​Reading​ ​/​ ​Listen​ ​to​ ​feedback​ ​/​ ​Revise​ ​writing 

http://scholarsrm239.weebly.com/
http://scholarsrm239.weebly.com/
http://www.cambridge.org/elt/blog/2014/03/five-reasons-feedback-may-important-skill/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1t7_gTMIikEZvEECXXwqQCNdHqs6mj0t2Axc0Wc2crf4/edit?usp=sharing
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Friday 
November​ ​10 

Book​ ​Talks 
Quick​ ​Write 
Reflect​ ​on​ ​the​ ​Week 
Article​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Week​ ​-​ ​“Big​ ​Question:​ ​Are​ ​There​ ​Really​ ​Zombies​ ​in​ ​the​ ​World?”​ ​(NewsELA) 
Independent​ ​Reading​ ​or​ ​Writing/Revising 

Monday 
November​ ​13 

Grammar 
Review​ ​goals​ ​for​ ​this​ ​coming​ ​week 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​2/4​ ​-​ ​Space​ ​ourselves​ ​out​ ​for​ ​independent​ ​reading;​ ​decrease​ ​socializing​ ​(w/tallies) 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​5/6​ ​​ ​-​ ​Get​ ​work​ ​out​ ​faster​ ​at​ ​start​ ​of​ ​period;​ ​come​ ​prepared;​ ​try​ ​new​ ​genres 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​8/9​ ​-​ ​Put​ ​cushions​ ​away;​ ​quiet​ ​down​ ​when​ ​signaled​ ​(bell/light/Ivan) 
Spelling​ ​Bee 
Independent​ ​Reading 

Tuesday 
November​ ​14 

Grammar 
Book​ ​Talks 
Nonfiction​ ​reading​ ​-​ ​Before,​ ​during,​ ​and​ ​after​ ​reading​ ​strategy​ ​(with​ ​​Moonbird​) 

 
Independent​ ​Reading 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Focus:  
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Choose​ ​one​ ​-​ ​BEFORE​ ​reading:​ ​List​ ​at​ ​least​ ​three​ ​questions​ ​you​ ​have​ ​about​ ​your 
book. 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​AFTER​ ​reading:​ ​What​ ​are​ ​some​ ​important​ ​ideas​ ​you’ve​ ​learned?  
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​What​ ​new​ ​questions​ ​do​ ​you​ ​have​ ​now? 

Wednesday 
November​ ​15 

Grammar​ ​wrap-up 
Kahoot​ ​-​ ​​Do​ ​you​ ​know​ ​your​ ​nonfiction​ ​text​ ​features? 
Nonfiction​ ​reading​ ​-​ ​text​ ​structures 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​With​ ​Moonbird​ ​&​ ​Cell​ ​Phone​ ​article 
Independent​ ​Reading 

http://scholarsrm239.weebly.com/
https://play.kahoot.it/#/login?next=%252Fk%252F8ca88c9a-703a-468b-b84c-21c4629c6cc3
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/160vE4bZmYLWXM8lIM9qLYR4enGuf9rqwUbihCpBS3f8/edit


Scholarsrm239.weebly.com  “Do.​ ​Refect.​ ​Do​ ​better.” 7th​ ​grade,​ ​Mrs.​ ​Kirr 

Thursday  
November​ ​16 

Book​ ​Talks 
Review​ ​text​ ​structures 
Review​ ​nonfiction​ ​using​ ​picture​ ​books 
Book​ ​Talks 
Independent​ ​Reading 

Friday 
November​ ​17 

Article​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Week:​ ​“​‘Unboxing’​ ​This​ ​Year’s​ ​Hot​ ​Toy:​ ​The​ ​LOL​ ​Big​ ​Surprise​” 
Independent​ ​Reading​ ​OR​ ​Writing/Revising 
Nonfiction​ ​Text​ ​Features​ ​“breakout”​ ​challenge 

 

http://scholarsrm239.weebly.com/
https://youtu.be/-zueC-1frKQ
http://bit.do/textfeatures

