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ELA Newsletter Nov 27-Dec 8, 2017 

 

Important links and information from Mrs. Kirr... 
Class website: Scholarsrm239.weebly.com 

 

Further Reading... 
The First Cell Phone: Rules for Responsibility 

 
 
Day/Date    

Class agenda written for students and parents... 
Monday 
November 27 

Grammar Blast 
Review Article of the Week 
Nonfiction - Biography 
     Trudy’s Big Swim 
Discuss character traits 
Book Talks? 
Independent Reading 
     Focus: What character traits have you been able to infer about the main character? 
What happened or was said that allowed you to infer this? 

 

http://scholarsrm239.weebly.com/
http://scholarsrm239.weebly.com/
http://www.ahaparenting.com/Ages-stages/tweens/Cell-Phone-Rules-Safe-Responsible-Kids
https://youtu.be/kHJdQLpaVkk
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Tuesday 
November 28 

Grammar Blast 
Share writing contest information (located on Schoology, too) 
Book Talks? 
Nonfiction -  
     Review traits for biographies 

 
     Apply what we know to “Excerpt of ‘The Many Masks of Thurgood Marshall’” 
Independent Reading 

Wednesday 
November 29 

Quick Write (with model first) 

 
Nonfiction -  
     Author’s Point of View with Trudy’s Big Swim 
Independent Reading 

Thursday 
November 30 

Nonfiction -  
     Apply what we know to “Excerpt of ‘The Many Masks of Thurgood Marshall’” 
Quick Write 

http://scholarsrm239.weebly.com/
https://scope.scholastic.com/write-story-contest
https://youtu.be/WzOaiOytt_g
https://youtu.be/kHJdQLpaVkk
https://youtu.be/WzOaiOytt_g
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Independent Reading 
     Focus: What word choices or phrases does your author use to shape how you view a 
character? 

Friday 
December 1 

Book talks? 
Personal profile page for our biography choices 
AoW - “Wonder” Is Real Life for These Two Families (students will choose one pre-made  
     for one of the families in the article) 
Independent Reading 

Monday 
December 4 

Grammar Blast 
Review Article of the Week 
Book talks? 
Midterm progress check in 
Biography 

- Analyze Walt Disney 
- Add your own for your own writing 

 
Independent Reading 

Tuesday 
December 5 

Grammar Blast 
Biography 

- Analyze Hoop Genius 
- Add your own for your own writing (same as yesterday, but with a new trait) 

http://scholarsrm239.weebly.com/
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/profile/
http://www.cnn.com/2017/11/19/health/wonder-movie-real-parents-profile/index.html
http://www.ducksters.com/biography/entrepreneurs/walt_disney.php
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- Create a paragraph about how this person influences you. 

 
Independent Reading 

Wednesday 
December 6 

Finish Grammar 
Book Talks? 
Biography 

- Write (or tweak) introductory paragraph 
  Things to consider… 

- Full Name 
- Birth / Death date(s) 
- Something about their childhood or early years 
- Occupation or relationship to you 
- Transitional sentence that would lead into the character traits or who the person 

is/was today. 
- Write body paragraph 
- Add final influence 

Independent Reading 

Thursday  
December 7 

Book Talks? 
“Finish” polished biography 

- Analyze teacher examples - Mrs. Kirr & Mrs. Rehberger 
- Get & receive peer feedback 
- Revise and Edit 
- Copy/Paste to Google Classroom 

Independent Reading 

Friday 
December 8 

Book Talks? 
Put biography on Google Classroom 
Biography Kahoot! 

http://scholarsrm239.weebly.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16dXa96mRf6yuLIvIDEZwJn6NtztY2MSmifD7cLszafs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17javzUFAI4zN31__iv62f59bv2IXQmJd5vKwlx_AUr4/edit?ts=5a20737d
https://create.kahoot.it/login?next=/details/what-do-you-know-about-biographies/e5ee0168-0181-4905-b61f-ca91d38d91cb
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Reflect on the Week (plus/delta chart) 
Article of the Week - “Later Start Times; Less Homework…” 
Independent Reading 
     Focus: What word choices or phrases does your author use to shape how you view a 
character? 

 

http://scholarsrm239.weebly.com/
https://newsela.com/read/schools-help-students-stress/id/38353

