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ELA Newsletter March 5-16, 2018 

 

Important links and information from Mrs. Kirr... 
Class website: ​Scholarsrm239.weebly.com 

 

Further Reading... 
“​What Teens Need Most from Their Parents​” 

 
Day/Date    

Class agenda written for students and parents... 
Monday  
March 5 

Book Talks 
Practice using PARCC computer test tools - see the links on Schoology 
Independent Reading 
LMC visit - book talks! (Grab a book for PARCC testing!) 

Tuesday  
March 6 
 

Grammar work 
Introduce / Explain “Teach Me Your Talent” w/Mrs. Field’s class 

 
Brainstorm ideas (once you decide on your topic, ​this sheet​ will guide you) 

http://scholarsrm239.weebly.com/
http://scholarsrm239.weebly.com/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/what-teens-need-most-from-their-parents-1470765906
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EwKepCd3rbdE1oN80ZxCq3tRDCSd5fiMt8vyDyEw6gw/edit
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Wednesday  
March 7 

Per 6, 8, & 4 
Grammar Work (pt 2 of simple, compound, complex) 
Sign up for short speaking practice (starting next week) 
Brainstorm “Teach Me Your Talent” ideas & get feedback from peers 
Independent Reading 
 
Per 5 
“Mystery Zoom Meeting”!! 

Thursday  
March 8 

Per 6 & 8 
(Per 5/6 - reflect on and get feedback from Mystery Meeting) 
Book Talks 
Brainstorm “Teach Me Your Talent” ideas & get feedback from peers 
Independent Reading 
 
Per 9 
“Mystery Zoom Meeting”!! 

Friday  
March 9 

(Per 8/9 - reflect on and get feedback from Mystery Meeting) 
Book Talks 
Share “Teach Me Your Talent” speaking help 
     ​How to Improve Your Presentation 
     ​The Essentials of a Great Demonstration Speech 
     ​Amy Cuddy - Your Body Language May Shape Who You Are 

 
Independent Reading / 1:1 Grade Conferences 

http://scholarsrm239.weebly.com/
https://youtu.be/bt8YFCveNpY
https://www.write-out-loud.com/demonstration-speeches.html
https://youtu.be/Ks-_Mh1QhMc


Scholarsrm239.weebly.com  “Do. Refect. Do better.” 7th grade, Mrs. Kirr 

Monday  
March 12 

Book Talks 
Focus: Volume, Voice, Enunciation (​slideshow here​) 

Video: ​7 Steps to Stop Mumbling​ - stop at 10:30 
Practice as a group: Each technique is in the slideshow - stop the video and  

                    practice, or practice all at the end of the video. 
Practice with at least two volunteers: ​Volume & enunciation practice 
Practice with at least two volunteers: 15 sec. conversation between child and adult 
Practice with their own individual presentations. 
On our ​help paper​ - Fill in the topic, any special set-up, materials/equipment  
        needed. 

Independent Reading / 1:1 Grade Conferences 

Tuesday  
March 13 

Book Talks 
Focus: Speed, Rate, Inflection (​slideshow here​) 

Video: ​Public Speaking Tips: Slow down speed talking​ - 2:19 
Practice as a group: “Life is too crazy…” 
Baseball passage video 
Practice with at least two volunteers: ​Speed practice 
Video:​ These pretzels are making me thirsty - Seinfeld 
Practice with at least two volunteers: Small phrases said four different ways (​pg 5​) 
Practice as a group/pairs: Small phrases said four different ways (in slideshow) 
Practice with their own individual presentations. 
Share hook / lead ideas with each other to get feedback. 

Independent Reading / 1:1 Grade Conferences 

Wednesday  
March 14 

Book Talks 
Focus: Eye Contact (​slideshow here​) 

Video: ​Eye Contact and Honesty During Public Speaking​ - 1:11 
Teacher example 
Video: How to Make Eye Contact with Audience​ - 4:18 
Practice with at least two volunteers: 1 minute on any topic they love 
Practice as a group/pairs: Talk to each other for 2 minutes on any topic that’s  

                 Familiar. More volunteers? 
Practice with own individual presentations, becoming familiar with words so we can  
     make eye contact more easily. 
Share ​Rubric 

Independent Reading / 1:1 Grade Conferences 

Thursday  
March 15 

Book Talks 
Focus: Gestures, Poise (​slideshow here​) 

Videos to show MUTED first: ​What’s Wrong with Our Food System​ - 5:07 
OR… ​Want to Be an Activist? Start with Your Toys​ - 5:22 

What are gestures? 
Practice as a group/pairs: “There Are Several Things…” (​pg 4​) 
Practice with at least two volunteers: ​“Tiny Man” & “They Were Huge” 
Practice with at least two volunteers: Two minutes speaking about favorite movie,  

                  sport, activity, or pet  
What is poise?  What poise is NOT - ​Video here​ - tally how many times she says... 

http://scholarsrm239.weebly.com/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1W0fac2pFfYVj2sfySd8_UZk8N84vp63eu6OYxaxROf4/edit
https://youtu.be/kT2nRULLc30
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I8a4pBysw6uWm0Xvq2qT9kSPmv0nn120H-VCpMvrQww/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EwKepCd3rbdE1oN80ZxCq3tRDCSd5fiMt8vyDyEw6gw/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tbmkU31ODiUnRY0f5IO_Rcmw-vZXNXc566xS8oE7y7Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/_bFY7FNQs98
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOOLX9R8Ncc
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NdrGWgrc1ooACFbxEKp4RZPADga7__e-8YUPJKObHK8/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9RK99NAJyeg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NdrGWgrc1ooACFbxEKp4RZPADga7__e-8YUPJKObHK8/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dxQ41P4BTVHW1t6Lsq1nCd4qs-eJFxgNA5Txgf3uKVg/edit?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/I7zntO5Ha_U?t=11s
https://youtu.be/i--CdKh_dHc
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1k5ZV2Shx2Dw-x7WiWnbHBXQBc8ZQhosbZ9fcQYVEhkU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PEwE8fxz-d81EvQi0L6jG6El4OmvSTvUUuOgr0JZ0Qw/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.ted.com/talks/birke_baehr_what_s_wrong_with_our_food_system?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/mckenna_pope_want_to_be_an_activist_start_with_your_toys?language=en
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KcJFWjSd0FPU-wr44L6YP37ZXUpomv-P2llaU0Red_8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KcJFWjSd0FPU-wr44L6YP37ZXUpomv-P2llaU0Red_8/edit
https://youtu.be/oK4fk8l9NE4
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Practice with at least two volunteers: Two truths and a lie 
Practice with own individual presentations, becoming familiar with their own vices. 

Record if possible - self-evaluate 
Pair students for giving each other ​feedback​! 

Independent Reading / 1:1 Grade Conferences 

Friday  
March 16 

“Teach Me Your Talent” Presentations Begin 
     Provide feedback 

 
Book Talks 
Independent Reading / 1:1 Grade Conferences 

 
Next week: MORE “Teach Me Your Talent” Presentations on Monday and Wednesday, with a visit from Julie 
Jergens (book talks!) on Tuesday. Please be sure your child has a book over break - let’s not break the 
“reading everyday” habit we’ve tried so hard to instill IN class. Thank you for your help! 

http://scholarsrm239.weebly.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qYglVI-hI6wtWWo1HVVk_456XwSX31n5iXBJY0mu3GE/edit

